
To fi nd out more about becoming qualifi ed 
to work in a compulsory trade, contact your 
local Apprenticeship and Industry Training 
offi ce. If calling long distance, dial 310-0000 
to be connected toll-free.
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Bonnyville

Box 8115, New Park Place
5201-44 Street T9N 2J4
(780) 826-6142 Fax: 826-1904

Calgary

3rd Floor, Willow Park Centre
10325 Bonaventure Drive SE  T2J 7E4
(403) 297-6457 Fax: 297-3799

Edmonton

7th Floor, South Tower
Capital Health Centre
10030-107 Street T5J 4X7
(780) 427-8517 Fax: 422-3734

Fort McMurray

7th Floor, Provincial Building
9915 Franklin Avenue T9H 2K4
(780) 743-7150 Fax: 743-7492

Grande Prairie

Suite 100, Towne Centre Mall
9845-99 Avenue T8V 0R3
(780) 538-5240 Fax: 538-5237

Hinton

568 Carmichael Lane T7V 1S8
(780) 865-8293 Fax: 865-8269

Lethbridge

Room 280, Provincial Building
200-5th Avenue, South T1J 4C7
(403) 381-5380 Fax: 381-5795

Medicine Hat

Room 104, Provincial Building
346-3rd Street SE T1A 0G7
(403) 529-3580 Fax: 529-3564

Peace River

9715-100 Street
Bag 900-28 T8S 1T4
(780) 624-6529 Fax: 624-6476

Red Deer

3rd Floor, First Red Deer Place
4911-51 Street T4N 6V4
(403) 340-5151 Fax: 340-5153

Slave Lake

Box 787, Lakeland Centre
101 Main Street SE T0G 2A0
(780) 849-7228 Fax: 849-7356

Vermilion

Box 26, 1st Floor, Provincial Building
4701-52 Street T9X 1J9
(780) 853-8150 Fax: 853-8203

www.tradesecrets.gov.ab.ca

• Appliance Service Technician 

• Auto Body Technician 

• Automotive Service Technician 

• Boilermaker 

• Crane and Hoisting 
 Equipment Operator 

• Electrician 

• Elevator Constructor 

• Gasfi tter 

• Hairstylist

• Heavy Equipment Technician 

• Ironworker 

• Motorcycle Mechanic 

• Plumber 

• Recreation Vehicle 
 Service Technician 

• Refrigeration and 
 Air Conditioning Mechanic 

• Rig Technician 

• Sheet Metal Worker 

• Steamfi tter-pipefi tter 

• Welder
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Why are some trades 
designated as compulsory?
The main reason is the safety of workers 
and the public.

Who can work in a compulsory trade?
To work in a compulsory certifi cation trade 
in Alberta, an employee must:

• hold a trade certifi cate recognized in Alberta 
 in that trade; or

• be registered as an apprentice in that trade 
 in Alberta, another province or territory 
 and be working under the supervision of 
 a certifi ed journeyperson.

How can I fi nd out if my trade certifi cate 
is recognized?
Contact your local apprenticeship and industry 
training offi ce for details and assistance. Please 
see back page for contact information.

Who is responsible for meeting 
these requirements?
Both the employer and the employee. It’s the 
employer’s responsibility to ensure that employees 
are qualifi ed to work in a compulsory trade. Employees 
are also responsible to ensure that they meet the 
qualifi cations.

What happens if an unqualifi ed employee 
is working in a compulsory trade?
Apprenticeship and industry training staff will offer 
to work with the employer and the employee to help 
the employee become qualifi ed. The employer must 
contact the local offi ce as soon as the employee 
commences work in the trade.

How can an employee 
become qualifi ed?
There are a number of options depending on 
individual circumstances. Your local apprenticeship 
and industry training offi ce will be pleased to explain 
these to you. In all circumstances, an application 
must be completed and submitted.

Can an employee work in the trade while 
the application is being processed?
Yes, as long as the employee meets all of the 
required conditions and timelines under the 
application process.

What happens if an employee 
continues to work in the trade 
without submitting an application? 
A compliance order may be issued requiring 
the employer and the employee to meet specifi c 
conditions. 

Are there consequences for 
ignoring a compliance order?
Yes.  Employers or employees who fail to 
comply with the order may be required to 
appear before the courts.  A court order may 
be issued and penalties imposed.

Where can I get more information?
Contact your local apprenticeship and industry 
training offi ce.  Staff will be pleased to help you 
with any questions you have.

Of the more than 50 trades in 

Alberta, 19 are categorized as 

“compulsory certifi cation trades.” 

This means they are designated trades 

in which only qualifi ed individuals 

can work with the tools of the trade. 


