
 

Insulator 
Excellence through training and experience

 

Glossary of Terms 
 
The following glossary is a list of terms commonly used in the trade in Alberta and elsewhere in 
Canada.  Individuals preparing for examinations should be familiar with these terms and how they are 
used in the context of the trade. 
 
 
"K" factor 
"R" factor 
"S" clips 
Acoustic 
Adhesives 
Alkyd 
Anchors 
Architectural symbols 
Asbestos 
A.S.J. 
Attic 
Aviation snips 
Ball peen hammer 
Band iron bender 
Band saw 
Band tightener 
Banding 
Banner 
Bar folder 
Beader 
Beak horn 
Beam compass 
Bell head segment 
Bench rule 
Bevels 
Bituminous 
Blow horn 
Boatswain chair 
Boilers 
Brake 
Breaching 
Bumping hammer 
Burring machine 
Butterfly elbow 
C.P.R. 
Calcium silicate 
Caliper 
Canvas 
Caulking 

Cellular glass 
Center punch 
Ceramic fibres 
Chalk line 
Chicken Wire 
Chisel 
Circumference rule 
Cladding 
Clamp 
Cleat folder 
Cold cut saw 
Combination bending 

and crimping 
machine 

Combination snip 
Compass 
Condensate 
Cone 
Contact adhesives 
Contamination 
Contraction 
Copper smith 
Creasing stake 
Crimper 
Cross-sections 
Cryogenic 
Cut-off saw 
Decontamination 
Diffusers 
Dimpler 
Dividers 
Drift 
Drill 
Drywall saw 
Duct 
E.H.T. 
Easy edger 
Elbow gores 
Elbow seaming 

Elbows 
Electromeric 
Encapsulate 
Enclosure 
End cutting nippers 
Eraser shield 
Expansion 
Extruded foam plastic 
Face snipper 
Fasteners 
Fastening 
FH Rating 
Fibrous adhesives 
Finishing cement 
Fireproofing 
Firestopping 
Fitting cotton 
Fitting saw 
Fittings 
Flanges 
Flare staple gun 
Flat trowel 
Floor brake 
Foam gun 
Foil tape 
Foot shear 
Forming 
Framing square 
F.S.K. 
Glass-fibre 
Glove bag 
Gloves 
Goggles 
Grinders 
Groove seamer 
H.E.P.A. 
H.V.A.C. 
Hacksaw blade 
Hammer drill 
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Hand brake 
Hand crimpers 
Hand dolly 
Hand groover 
Hand notchers 
Hand shear 
Hangers 
Hatchet 
Heat loss detection equipment 
Heat tracer 
Heat transfer cement 
Hog ringer 
Hole punch 
Hollow mandrel 
Hopper 
Insulation anchors 
Insulation cement 
Intumescent 
Jacketing 
Jig 
Keyhole saw 
Knife 
Lacing hook/needle 
Lagging 
Lanyard 
Laterals 
Level 
Life-lines 
Linoleum knife 
Lock former 
Long radius 
M.S.D.S. 
M41R metal master 
Mallet 
MAR metal master 
Marking gauge 
Marking pen 
Mastics 
Mechanical locks (metal 

seams) 
Metal brake 
Metal lath  
Metal masters 
Metals 
Mineral wool 
Mitre box 
Mitre chart 
Mixers 
N.I.O.S.H. 
Negative air filter 
Negative air pressure 
Nibbler 
Non-contact adhesives 
Notcher 

O.E.L. 
O.H.S. 
One coat cement 
Orthographic 
O.S.B. 
Overlap 
P.P.D. 
P.P.E. 
P.V.C. 
Palmer 
Parallel line 
Paste brush 
Pattern 
Perforated 
Permit 
Pin gun 
Pins 
Pipe cutter reamer 
Pittsburgh lockformer 
Pittwrap 
Plenum 
Pliers 
Plumb bob 
Pneumatics 
Polisher and buffer 
Polystyrenes 
Polyurethane 
Positive air pressure 
Potter 
Power sander 
Power shear 
Power slither 
Prohibited 
Projection machine 
Punch 
R.F.F.R.K. 
Radial line 
Radiant 
Rake 
RC Collar 
Reinforcing fabrics 
Reinforcing mesh 
Respirator 
Restricted 
Rib roof 
Ring and circle shears 
Rivet set 
Riveting hammer 
Rivets 
Rod and angle parters 
Roll former 
Rollers 
Rotary punch 
Saws 

Scaffold 
Scale rulers 
Scissors 
Scraper 
Scratch awl 
Screw type fitting 
Screws 
Scriber 
Sealers 
Seamer 
Segment 
Serrated edge knife 
Set square 
Setting hammer 
Shears 
Short radius 
Side cutters 
Slicks 
Slip roll former 
Slitter 
Snips 
Solid mandrel 
Spherical head 
Sprayer 
Springs  
Squaring shears 
Staple gun 
Stencil 
Straight snip 
Strapping tools 
Stud welder 
Styrospan 
Substrate 
Supplied air 
Surfactant 
Swing stage 
Tamper 
Tanks 
Tap and die 
Tape measure 
Tees 
Template 
Thermal 
Thermometer 
Thickness gauge 
Threaded fasteners 
Tightener 
Tin snips 
Tinsmith hammer 
Towers 
Tracer 
Tracer wrap 
Trammel point 
Transitions 
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Triangulation 
Trowels 
T-square 
Turbine 
U.L.C. 
Ulitidors 
Ultraviolet 
Unishear 
Urethane 
Utility knife 
V notcher 
Vacuum 
Valves 
Vapour barriers 
Vernier caliper 
Vertical band saw 
Vessels 
V-notcher 
W.H.M.I.S. 
Weather proofing 
Weld type fittings 
Welded fasteners 
Whetstone 
Wire and bolt cutters 
Wire brush 
Wiring 
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