
 

Locksmith 
Excellence through training and experience

 

Glossary of Terms 
 
The following glossary is a list of terms commonly used in the trade in Alberta and elsewhere in 
Canada.  Individuals preparing for examinations should be familiar with these terms and how they are 
used in the context of the trade. 
 
 
Active leaf  
ADA 
All-section key blank  
ALOA 
Alternating parity  
Americans with Disabilities Act  
Annunciator  
ANSI  
ANSI cut-out  
Anti-friction latch  
ASIS  
Associated change key  
Associated master key  
Astragal  
Backset  
Bellcrank  
BHMA  
Bible  
Binary type cylinder or lock  
Bit  
Bit Key  
Bitting  
Bitting depth  
Bitting Increment  
Blank  
Blind code  
Block Master Key  
BM  
Bolt  
Bond Box  
Bore  
Bored locks  
Borescope  
Building master key  
Bump Key 
Butt hinge  
Cam Lock  
Case  
Case harden  

Center Case  
Change key  
Changing Index  
Closer  
Clover leaf cam  
Code Book  
Code key  
Column master key 
Combinate  
Combination  
Compensated drivers  
Concentric  
Constant cut  
Constant parity  
Control Key  
Control lug  
Control sleeve  
Controlled cross keying  
Core  
CPP  
Cremone Bolt  
Cross Bore  
Cross keying  
CSA  
CSI  
Current Transfer  
Cut  
Cut angle  
Cut edge  
Cut key  
Cut root  
Cut Root Depth  
Cut root shape  
Cutter  
Cutter Guide  
Cylinder  
Cylinder blank  
Cylinder cam  
Cylinder clip  

Cylinder collar  
Cylinder guard  
Cylinder key  
Cylindrical Lock  
Dead bolt  
Deadlatch  
Deadlock  
Declining step key  
Decode  
Degree of rotation  
Department master key  
Depth key set  
Derived series  
DHI  
Dimple  
Dimple key  
Direct code  
Disc tumbler  
Display key  

Dogging  
Dogging key  
Door closer  
Door closer arm  
Door coordinator  
Door hardware  
Door holder  
Door loop  
Door pull  
Door thickness  
Door viewer  
Double acting  
Double cylinder lock  
Double pin  
Drive-in latch  
Driver spring  
Drop  
Dual Custody  
Dummy cylinder  
Duplicate  
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Dust box  
Dust cover  
Dustproof cylinder  
Dutch door  
Edge bore  
Effective plug diameter  
Egress  
Ejector hole  
Ejector pin  
Emergency key  
Emergency master key  
EMK  
EML  
End case  
ENG  
Engineer's key  
Entrance handle  
Entrapment Cylinder  
Escutcheon  
Exit alarm  
Exit device  
Extractor key  
Extrude  
Face plate  
Factory original key  
Fail Safe  
Fail Secure  
Fence  
Finish  
Fire Safe  
Fireman's key  
First generation duplicate  
First key  
Five column progression  
Five pin master key  
Flexible head mortise cylinder  
Floor master key  
Floor Safe  
Flush bolt  
Fly  
Follower  
Four column progression  
Four pin master key  
Function  
Fusible Link  
Gate  
GGGMK  
GGGMK'd  
GGM  
GGMK  
GGMK'd  
GM  
GMK  
GMK section  

GMK'd  
Go/no go  
Graduated drivers  
Grand master key  
Grand master key 

system  
Grand master keyed  
Graphite  
Great grand master key  
Great grand master key 

system  
Great grand master 

keyed  
Great great grand 

master key  
Great great grand 

master key system  
Great great grand 

master keyed  
Grip  
Guard key  
Guest key  
Guide  
Hand of lock  
Handed  
Hardplate  
Hardware schedule  
Hasp  
Heel  
HGM  
High security cylinder 
High security key  
High security locks 
Hinge  
HKP  
Hold open  
Hold open cylinder  
Holding fixture  
Hollow core door  
Hollow driver  
Horizontal group master 

key  
Housekeeper's key  
Housing  
Howdjadoothat  
Hub  
Impression  
Impression technique  
Inactive leaf  
Incidental master key  
Increment  
Indicator  
Indirect code  
Individual key  

Interchange  
Interchangeable core  
Interlocking pin tumbler  
Jumbo cylinder  
K 
KA  
KA/2, KA/3, etc.  
KBA  
KD  
Key  
Key bitting array  
Key bitting punch  
Key bitting specifications  
Key Blank  
Key change  
Key changeable  
Key coding machine  
Key control  
Key cut profile  
Key cut(s)  
Key duplicating machine  
Key gauge  
Key interchange  
Key machine  
Key manipulation  
Key milling  
Key override  
Key override cylinder  
Key Retaining  
Key section  
Key symbol  
Key-in-knob cylinder  
Key-In-knob lock  
Keyed alike  
Keyed different  
Keying schedule  
Keyway  
Kick plate  
Latch  
Leading door edge  
Leaf  
LOBC  
Locking mechanism  
MACS  
Maison key system  
Manipulation-proof lock  
Master keyed  
Master pin  
Master ring  
Master wafer  
Maximum adjacent cut 

specification  
Milling  
Milling cutter  
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Mogul Cylinder  
Mortise  
Mortise Cylinder  
Mortise lock  
MP Lock  
Mullion  
Multi-section key blank  
Multiplex key System  
Mushroom Pin  
Negative locking  
Night Depository 
Night latch  
Non-Fail Safe 
Non-original key blank  
Nose Puller  
One column progression  
One way cylinder  
Open-back Strike  
Opening Index  
Operating Key  
Originate key  
Outside  
Padlock  
Padlock eyes  
Page master key  
Panic Exit Device  
Paracentric  
Parallel Arm  
Passage set  
Pattern locking  
Pawl  
Peanut Cylinder  
PED 
Pick gun  
Pin stack  
Pin stack height  
Pippin File  
Pivot  
Plug  
Plug bore  
Plug follower  
Pocket Door  
Positional master keying  
Positive locking  
Practical key changes  
Pre-cut key  
Prep Key  
Primary Key  
Privacy set  
Profile Cylinder  
Progress  
Progression  
Progression list  
Pullman Latch  

Push plate  
Rabbeted  
Rail  
Rake  
Random master keying  
Rap  
Re-locking Device  
Recombinate  
Record Safe  
Rekey  
Removable Core  
Renter's Key  
Request-to-exit  
Rim cylinder  
Roller Bolt  
Root Depth  
Rotary file  
Rotary Pick  
Rotating constant  
Rotating constant 

method  
Row master key  
Safe  
Safe Deposit Box  
Safety lock-out  
SAVTA  
Scalp  
Screw-in Cylinder  
Second generation 

duplicate  
Secondary Key  
Selective master key  
Sequence of 

progression  
Seven column 

progression  
Sex bolt  
Shackle  
Shear line  
Shear Lock  
Shear-head Bolt  
Shell  
Shim  
Shoulder  
Shoulder Guide  
Side milling cutter  
Sidebar  
Sidewinder Key  
Silhouette code  
Simplex key section  
Single acting  
Single bitted Key  
Six column progression  
Skeleton Key  

Slide Hammer  
Slotter  
SMK  
Spacing  
Spline Key  
Split pin master keying  
Spool Pin  
Stacking 
Standard key coding system  
Standard progression format  
Staple  
Stile  
Stop  
Strike  
Stump  
Sub-assembled  
Sub-master key  
Tailpiece  
Tension Wrench  
Theoretical key changes  
Threaded cylinder  
Three column progression  
Throat Cut  
Time Delay Lock  
Time Lock  
Toe  
Tolerance  
Top master key  
Top pin  
Total position progression  
Two column progression  
Trunnion  
Try-out Keys  
Tubular Lock  
Tumbler  
Turn Wrench  
Two step progression  
UL  
ULC  
Unassociated change key  
Unassociated master key  
Uncoded  
Uncombinated  
Uncontrolled cross keying  
Underwriter's Laboratories  
Underwriter's Laboratories of 

Canada  
Unit lock  
Universal Keyway  
Vertical bolt  
Vertical Bolt Rim Dead Lock  
Vertical Group Master Key  
Vertical Rod  
Vestibule Lock  
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Wafer tumbler  
Wall Safe  
Ward  
Ward Cut  
Warded Key  
Warded Lock  
Wheel Pack  
Wheel Post  
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